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DISTRICT NEWS 
     
District division chief earns 2010 Women in 
Busines Achievement Award 
Ava Benson, mission support division chief, began her 
career with the Army Corps of Engineers as a 
Department of the Army intern. Through hard work 
and self-belief, she has risen to the top. (more)     
 
Still time for employees to register for 
automated notification system service 
With Hampton Roads blanketed in snow, and possibly 
more on the way, it’s still not too late for employees to 
register to receive district automated emergency 
notifications. (more) 
 
Historic Fort Norfolk: Then and now 
Fort Norfolk is one of the best preserved War of 1812 
military fortresses in the United States. Norfolk District 
has produced a short documentary which chronicles its 
past and future. (YouTube-video)    
 
Corps Connections: New blue roof technology 
Less red tape…it’s something we all want. And 
through a new system designed by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, disaster-affected homeowners 
will now be able to get federal assistance more 
quickly. (YouTube-video)   
 
NORFOLK DISTRICT IN THE NEWS 
     
►Anti-Meadow Creek Parkway group seeks 
park protections (The Daily Progress.com) 

►More lawsuits coming in Meadow Creek 
Parkway feud (Newsplex.com) 

►Regulatory agencies delay progress of 
Meadow Creek Parkway (NBC29.com) 
 
ARMY/USACE/DOD NEWS 
     
Special Report: The federal pay freeze 
Obama administration officials in November proposed 
denying civilian federal employees pay raises for two 
years. The plan has sparked heated debate within 
agencies and on Capitol Hill. (more)   
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Eternal moment 
    There are certain moments in life that are so clarifying 
that they instantly become cherished memories. On Dec. 
11, 2010, a visit to Arlington National Cemetery became 
one for Nora Batten.  
     Batten, an executive administrative specialist at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District, visited the 
nation’s most hallowed cemetery as part of the volunteer 
force with Wreaths Across America. This non-profit 
group, which began in 1991, lays wreaths every year at the 
550 national cemeteries throughout United States.  
     While at Arlington, Batten paid respects to her cousin 
U.S. Marine Corps PFC Christopher C. Thorne, who died 
Oct. 23, 1983, from a terrorist bombing of his barracks 
while stationed in Beirut, Lebanon. Batten also laid a 
wreath at the gravesite of her friend U.S. Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Jonathan K. Dozier, who died in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom on Jan. 9, 2008, when an IED detonated during 
combat operations.  
     After viewing the time-honored changing of the guard 
at Arlington, Batten dropped by the historic gravesite of 
President John F. Kennedy, our nation’s 35th president.  
    Following the assassination of President Kennedy  
Nov. 22, 1963, the Army Corps of Engineers was tasked 
to locate, design and construct a “temporary” gravesite 
at Arlington, complete with an eternal flame – and all in 
one day. In 1965, Norfolk District planned and managed 
the design and construction of the “permanent” resting 
site, as seen above, for America’s youngest president. 
(U.S. Army photo/Nora Batten)  
(Flickr photos, Arlington National Cemetery)   
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